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Poughkeepsie Yacht Club 

MEMBERSHIP SPONSOR CHECKLIST OVERVIEW 
 

Dear PYC Active Member: 
 
Thank you for offering to sponsor an applicant for membership in the Poughkeepsie Yacht Club.  As a sponsor, 
you become a new member’s ambassador who is willing to assist in the PYC new member’s development 
program.  You have the responsibility to see that your prospective member is familiarized with the Club, its 
membership services and what is expected of them.  Your signature on a membership application form 
indicates your willingness to play a part in the education and initiation of the applicant that you are sponsoring. 
 

To assist you in doing this, the Membership Sponsor Checklist has been developed.  Sponsors may fill out a 
check-list together, or each sponsor may work on it individually.  Both sponsors are expected to ensure that the 
Checklist is signed/completed and returned to the Membership Chair with the candidate’s application.   As 
required, a potential member’s application must be posted within 7 days of receipt.  Each application, received, 
must be publicly posted in the Clubhouse for thirty (30) days. If the Membership Committee has all of the 
necessary paperwork, a candidate is scheduled for an interview within that 30 day period and if approved, the 
application is presented at the Board of Directors’ meeting.  At that time, both Sponsors will be asked to speak 
on the membership merits of the applicant and will be asked to submit the applicant’s fees, that evening.  
 

In the event that an application is made and the Active membership is full (120 members or greater) the 
applicant’s name will be placed at the bottom of a waiting list to be maintained by the Membership Chair.  
When the applicant’s name reaches the top of the list and an opening exists, the aforementioned new 
membership process will continue. 
 

Being a sponsor of a prospective member of the PYC, the Membership Committee expects that the sponsor is 
able to answer the following questions honestly, about the person and themselves. 
  

� Is this person sincerely interested in belonging to an organized group of boaters with common social 
and recreational interests? 

 
� Is this person’s primary interest that of belonging to such a group, or is it to find an inexpensive location 

to moor or dock a boat? 
 
� Do I know the applicant well enough to be able to attest to the person’s honesty, character, and 

financial capability? 
 
� Am I an Active PYC member in good standing and have I been a PYC member for at least 2 years? 

 
� Have I already sponsored two memberships in the last twelve month period? 

 
� Will I be able to familiarize the prospective member with the rules and regulations of the Club, as well 

as, explain the duties and responsibilities that will fall on this new member? 
 

(See Page 2 for Checklist) 
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PYC MEMBERSHIP SPONSOR CHECKLIST 

Sponsors should initial each topic after he/she has discussed it with  the applicant:  
 
(______)  Discuss “working club” principle, and explain the Participation Program and Weekend Duty         
Manager Program. 
 
(______)  Emphasize importance of participation as it applies to keeping the operating costs of the  
               club low. 
 
(______)  Explain that summer and/or winter boat storage is not guaranteed with membership and  
               that there is a waiting list for docks. 
 
(______)  Explain the PYC Fee Schedule as it applies to the membership category of your 
      applicant and the month in which their anticipated membership will be potentially  
      approved by the Board of Directors (i.e., prior to August 1 or after August 1 of the calendar  

     year in which they apply).   *Request that a copy of the “Fee Schedule Explained -Examples” 
     document be sent to you by the Membership Chai r.  Email: PYC.Membership@gmail.com 

 
(______)  Invite applicant to the Club to see the facilities. 
 
Sponsors should discuss or point out the following to the applicant: 

 
(______)  Barges (off limits); Docks In/Out Days safety precautions; RR crossing; safe exiting onto  
               Route 9. 
 
(______)  Road speed limits (10 mph); Fuel facility (members only); Bar operation, including the ABC 
               regulations about sales of alcoholic beverages (members and guests only). 
 
(______)  Clubhouse, Steward’s Quarters, Barn, Tool Shed and various pieces of machinery and  
               yard equipment. 
 
(______)  Introduce applicant to Steward.  Mention Steward’s work hours. 
 
(______)  Invite applicant to one or more Docks In Day, Docks Out Day or Club parties. 
 
(______)  Ensure that the applicant renew the application yearly if they are on a waiting list (via  
               notice sent by the applicant to the Membership Committee). 
 
(______)  Explain that proper behavior is expected of applicant while on Club property prior to  
      being accepted, and that the sponsor is responsible for actions of applicant. 
 
Signatures by sponsors: 
 
Applicant’s Name : ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Sponsor # 1 Printed Name : _______________________________________Date_________ 
 
Signature Sponsor #1:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Sponsor # 2 Printed Name : _______________________________________Date_________ 
 
Signature Sponsor #2: _______________________________________________________ 


